Transcript of Acceptance Speech by Jana Broussard

“On behalf of the Louisiana Commission for the Deaf, first, I want to say thank you to the Governor’s Office of Disability Affairs for the opportunity to be here today. 

Throughout my life, I have been taught the importance of the role of ally. As someone who is not deaf, but working in such a leadership role on behalf of the deaf community, I have worked to remain centered in everything that I do. When I first began working at the Commission in 2019, I knew almost nothing about state government. However I was aware of many of the barriers d/Deaf, DeafBlind, and hard-of-hearing Louisianans face every day- from access to public and private services, to communication, to education, and more. A few months after I started, I became Acting Director. I still didn’t know much, but my priorities became clear: listen, learn, and amplify the community’s voice to build a truly accessible Louisiana.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In the years since, we have accomplished numerous great things. We have also faced many challenges. But one thing is certain. We have made incredible progress in fulfilling the mission of the Commission: to engage, empower, and enrich the lives and opportunities of individuals who deaf, DeafBlind and hard of hearing in Louisiana.

While I am grateful for this award, it also belongs to the people who help make the work possible.

-To my incredible team at the Louisiana Commission for the Deaf — you turn vision into reality every single day.

-To the leadership of the Bureau of Family Health — Office of Public Health, thank you for your strategic guidance and support. 

-To my family — thank you for believing in me even when the path here wasn’t always straight.

-To Mr. Isch and the Louisiana Association of the Deaf- thank you for this nomination. I am truly honored and humbled to accept this recognition.

-And most importantly, to the deaf, DeafBlind, and hard-of-hearing community — thank you for trusting me, sharing your stories, and letting me walk beside you. Without you, I would not be standing here today.

Thank you all so much.”




